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 In the beginning, there was no City, there were just people, the 

Paleoanthrans, and the land, and the animals. These primitive people did what 

they could to survive, hunting and gathering to meet their feeble needs. They 

did not invent, or think beyond that which was immediately obvious, and as a 

result manmade did not exist. Their state of being, of existence, was the most 

simple, the most natural, the most holistic with nature and the universe. Emotion 

was absent, they truly were followers guided by something that was not their 

brain.  

 Then it all went wrong. Their wandering stopped, they did not know 

what to do. Years of culture and years of blind movement had suddenly 

stopped. The great famine started, and to survive the Paleoanthrans had to think. 

Cooperation was a must. What started as a series of gestures evolved into a 

language. The language in turn gave way to a higher school of thought and 

expression, leading to the Agricultural Uprising. With a steady means for 

survival, the Paleos could devote their time to the thought process. That is when 

the concept of It was discovered. 

 It was their system of beliefs, a rationalization system for all that had 

happened to them. No one now can recall who really thought of It, for all ideas 

can be traced back to one person - the branches of course grow later. It was the 

doctrine for how everyone should live: Be good to fellow beings, and you shall 
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be rewarded. Be evil and you shall be plagued. Our predecessors sole purpose 

was to teach us all that would help, they died for us. Our  successors shall fail if 

we do not provide for them, not only physically but mentally as well.  

 It served not only to guide them, but also to explain where they had been 

guided before. It was the excuse for the actions, the actions for the demands, the 

demands of sustenance, the sustenance to live. It was all these, apparently, but 

who actually carries these processes out; who decides how to do each? It needed 

a figurehead, a governing body, and then last of all, followers.  

 The governing body came first. It sort of formed from the chaotic mess 

that existed at the time, and was made up of those who preached (or created 

rather) the doctrine. Out of this group, the First Estate, a leader was selected. The 

man dressed in white, as they called him, arose from the Estate and assumed his 

post of vast influence and expanse. The leader of the First Estate continued to 

wear white, even a hood - in similarity to the Ku Klux Klan, for anonymity. The 

leader’s name and persona are not known. Therefore the people never know 

when a new leader is selected, and therefore the role has become an almost 

godlike entity, wielding immense power over the community. 

 

 The community prospered, and the Paleos, or humans as they called 

themselves, were changing. Thriving conditions had led to the overflow of crops, 

equaling spare time. 



5-1-Swerbo  English 11:3 
2/26/06  Subway Tale 5 
  Page3 
 
The order for the construction of the City was issued, by of course The Man In 

White. 

A radical idea at the time, the City was to be a bustling, condensed area with 

shops (improvements to the modern marketplace), factories (expansions of craft 

houses), and schools (an expansion of, well, a new idea). The plan worked 

flawlessly, and everyone was assigned a job. Of course some hated their 

assignment, but of course they all followed it blindly - the task was what It 

wanted them to do, and it had to be right. 

 After forty years, the City was complete. 

 After one hundred years, the City was completely different. 

For the sixty years in between, the City thrived. A buzzing urban center was 

what the people needed. By the way, a rough size of it: It was all they people 

knew, not because they couldn’t travel out, but because it was physically 

impossible to travel out.  

 

An economy lesson. 

 In the beginning, there were two classes, the First Estate and the Second 

Estate, the working people. Remember, belonging to the First Estate is a career - 

that is they do have an effect on the economy - indulgences existed and tributes 

could help out a bit too - but the members of the First Estate did not influence 

the economy by owning anything. 
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Which brings me to the Second Estate. The primitive people felt they had to own 

something, they couldn’t work for other people - they only served It, remember? 

So herein lies the problem. Suppose there are three types of industry - the store, 

the factory, and the harvester. The harvester finds the materials to send to the 

factory to send to the store to sell to the people. It’s an interesting triangle. Now 

also suppose that everybody owns one company of one industry, each getting an 

equal share of business. They each receive the same amount of money, very 

little. Of course they buy more than they sell - so eventually debt builds up. 

Now if everyone has the same amount of money and they give it all to each 

other, they all end up poor. How does that work? 

 So one man thinks of an idea - work for someone else, therefore bringing 

more business and more money. But is it okay with the First Estate? Let me just 

say, everything has its price. So enough people decide to call the management 

business quits, and work for other people. Track the cash flow. The fee for 

sinning is goes to the First Estate. Now the consumers are giving money to the 

business owners, who in turn pay the workers. But the business owners must 

make profit, or else why do it? So  business owners, lacking profit, become 

members of the Second Estate, paying to It, and then making more money for 

their new bosses. 

 This is the emergence of the Third Estate, the bourgeois, the upper class, 

the people who can afford to pay for their sins, the people who can pay for sway. 
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 Now the Third Estate and the First Estate are linked closely together. 

They knew they were better than the working class, but how could they show it? 

Wasn’t their pride enough. After fifty years the Third Estate felt they had to be 

physically separated form their working class brethren. Of course a healthy sum 

was paid to the It Council, after all, every human is a brother in spirit.  

 The plan was called the Levels System. Above the modern city, a new 

“tier” was to be built. Of course anyone could move up to the new level, but 

only the rich could afford it. So the separation between classes was becoming 

more evident. The First was greater than the Third was greater than the Second. 

There were now two groups - Lower and Upper, with the Upper being divided 

into the greater First and the lesser Bourgeois. 

 

 Being a member of the Bourgeois meant doing the least amount of work, 

for the most amount of profit. In English, exploiting and accumulating. At first it 

just started out exploiting the lower class. Paying low wages, and forcing long 

hours upon the group. The Lowers were given just enough capital to survive, 

which was all they needed - you’ll see why later. The illegal activity continued 

in the Bourgeois when they started to drink, swap wives, murder, vandalize. A 

tribute to It could fix it all, and they were safe as long as they made more money 

than they sinned. 
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 The It council, and The Man in White, didn’t really have a use for the 

money. Other than to say they had it that is. But why not find a use? They did. 

Commit crimes, persuade the Bourgeois to do what was in “their” interest. So 

the economic means ended up being distributed evenly, as in the situation 

explained before where everyone owns a company of an industry. We have an 

identical culture to what there was before, except there is another culture living 

under it…  

 The Lower Working Class actually enjoyed their life. Think about it, if no 

contact was made from either side of the Great Divide, how would the bourgeois 

know the Lowers were doing their work? Well, they’d be seeing that they were 

making less money. To get around this, the workers received their automated 

paycheck each week, then large groups from different companies would all 

deposit the funds into one business. So one week,  one Upper made large 

profits, the next week, another. So the Lowers were really controlling the Uppers’ 

moneys. The Lowers had their economy. Everything was worth less than on the 

upper floor, but it didn’t matter because it was all proportional. 

  

 So look at what we have, an Upper Class who controls the Lower, and 

vice versa. Of course, only one of the classes think that they have the sole 

influence…and the other class realizes this. Contact had to be made. 
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 The Lower Class bankrupted the Upper business one by one. It was easy, 

build up the business so big, then just don’t feed anymore money back into its 

system. Upper Class Bourgeois citizens couldn’t afford to live on the Upper 

Floor anymore, and had to move down. Despising their old “better off“ friends, 

the new Lowers were happy to help deplete the funds of big business. 

Eventually the Upper Floor was solely dominated by the First Estate, that of It. 

 The new Mixed class wanted something new, and wanted to forget the 

past for various reasons. The Old Lowers just understood the concept of 

Cultural Diversity, but the New Lowers just wanted to forget the atrocities of the 

city. They pushed the limit of the infinite City limit, and left.  

 

And Wandered. 

 

And I present to you, what we started with, a group wandering aimlessly, doing 

what they could to survive, succumbing to instinct, without it to guide them. 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
  


